An unhurried, fully-experienced
life--in contrast to a hurried,
somewhat-experienced life.
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“There's a company in Denmark
that's gotten very rich very fast
making something called the
Life Straw. It's a [ drinking
straw]. And in it are about nine
filters that filter out all the
contaminants and germs that
you find in third world cesspool
water. If you buy one of these
for a couple bucks, that's all it
takes, a woman in the third
world and her family can drink
through that straw, and it
doesn't matter what water they
have available. It cleanses that
water. A little firm in Denmark
that makes that Life Straw is
making out like a capitalist
bandit.... But properly so.
They're being rewarded for
taking a risk. Inventing
something that is needed. “

--Benjamin Barber,
interviewed on “Bill Moyers’ Journal”
(Twin Cities Public Television, Dec. 21,
2007)

In the last issue of the Liberal,
the Rev. Charlotte Cowtan
closed her article by saying: “I
wish for you and yours an
unhurried, fully
experienced...holiday season.”
So, how did you do? My
success was spotty, but the goal
was so worthy that | did my

best to keep it in view.

The hurried life (a colleague
and | were musing recently)
feels like skating on ice.

There’s lots of motion, plenty of
breeze and action, but all on one
level. In the hurried life what's
missing is the chance to dive
deep and climb high. The
hurried life offers little
opportunity to enter and explore
the expansive world of the
imagination.

I've been thinking about
imagination, and what it can
give us, as individuals, as
citizens, as consumers, as
inventors, as people of spirit, as
advocates of justice, as
residents of planet earth.

| should probably capitalize the
word Imagination because for
me it's one of many names for
the Divine. In the book of
Genesis, when God takes a
handful of earth and makes
humans in God’s image, that
tells me that the gift we're given
is the gift of taking handfuls of
earth and making things that
have not yet been made. Life-
saving straws. Life-giving
purposes. Life-enhancing
communities. Life-changing
forgiveness. Those kinds of
things, many of which are the
work of our church. How good
it is to be together in 2008.
Blessings,

Kate

“Imagination is more important
than knowledge.”
--Albert Einstein
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